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To the CONSIDERATIONS 
_ occaſroned by the Craftſman upon 


Exciſe, ſo far as it relates to the 
Tobacco T1 rade. 


ing an 
T Lofer to what has been ſaid on 
Exciſes, that 1 ſhould not have thought is 


neceſſary to make any Remarks upon it, were 


bacco Trade, which may happen to miſs 
tead thoſe Perfons who are not acquainted 


with that Branch of our Commerce. 


f Pr GRANT what the Authot lays downg 
that the nearer the Duty upon any Commo- 
2 1 du is paid to the Time of Conſumption, 

„the Conſumer may be afforded that Com- 

* modity the cheaper: k is for this 
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41. 
Reaſon that there is a conſiderable Time 


given for the Payment of the Cuſtoms on 


moſt of the Goods imported, as well as a 


Premium allowed the Merchant onyprompt 


Payment, to incourage him to pay down the 


Duties in Money. 2 


NH tells us, that the Method of paying 


; &« Duties at the Port, or by way of Exciſe, 


© ſhould be ſettled by two Conſiderations : 
« Firſf, the Eaſe and Convenience of the 
e Dealer; Secondly, the cftectual ſccuring of 
the Duties ſo as to prevent Frauds: . 


As to the firſt; It is the moſt natural Me- 
thod to pay the Duties on Goods imported at 
the firſt Port. The landing of Foreign Com- 
modities is the firſt Production of them tous; 
and it is the common Practice with us to col- 
lect the Duties on any Commodity of the fitſt 
Manufacturer. The Brewer pays the Exciſe on 
Beer, and not the Ale hoult e keeper or Con-; 
fumer : The Soap boiler pays the Exciſe, and 
not the Retailer or Houſe-keeper: And it is 
the ſame as to Malt, Hops, Candles, Leather, Ws 
and many other Commodities f 

Ir is alſo more agrecable to the Dealer in 
imported Commodities, that he pay or ſecure 
the Duties on Importation, and from that 


Hour have a free and full Poſſeſſion of his 
. Gyods,'t to fell « or diſpoſe of them as he may 


"think 


Lt 


| „ 75 4 
think fir, rather than to have them lock d up, 
and there remain till ſome poor retailing 


Tradeſman ſhall apply to him to redeem. 


them. | 


As to the ſecond Conſideration, the pre- 
venting of Frauds, it is certain, that the ſooner 
the Daty is ſccured, the leſs Danger there is 
of any Fraud; This laſt Confideration, he 
ſays, ig as much in favour of the fair Dealer 
as the Revenue; but, in the Courle of this 
Paper, it will appear to be prejudicial to 
both. | 


* TAE Tobacco Trade, ſays the Conſi- 
& deter, as the Duties have been, and are 
e now collected, by long Experience has been 
& found liable to exceſſive Frauds, ſo great, 
** that the Frauds, and Diſcompts allowed, 
« upon the Pretence of Waſte or otherwiſe, 
have, upon a fair Calculation, appeared to 
„go a great Way towards anſwering the 
% home Conſumption.” Surely this Writer 
does not think thoſe Frauds which arc Allow- 
ances granted by Act of Parliament for the 
Relief and Incouragement of this Trade, and 
without which it had been loſt long ſince. 
There are no more Allowances given than 
the Law directs, and the taking them away will 
be raiſing the Duty, It is not ſo much as 
ptetended, any conſiderable Quantity of To- 
bacco is run. It is too bulky a Commodity, 
for that Purpoſe, and therefore, ſays the Conſi- 
5 58 derer, 
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C63 
deter, © the Temptation to Frauds iti the 
« Drawbacks of this Commodity is ſ6 great, 
that it has been imprafticable rv remedy 

* them.” Since he has made this Charge, he 
is call'd upon to make publick what he knows 
of any clandeſtine Doings of this Kind, and 
what Diſcoveries there have been of any Per- 
ſon's being guilty of ſuch Praftices For my 
Part, I have never heard there have been any 
Diſcovery, or even the Suſpicion of any one 
ſhipping off Traſh ot Rubbifh for real To- 
bacco, and receiving the Drawbick. Unleſs 
this is done, there can be no Frauds on Ex- 
portations ; for the Drawback is no more not 
lies than juſt the bare Duty, either paid or 

ſecured on Importation, © 
Tus Confideret next. expreſſes Himſelf 
with a great deal of affected Tendernefs for 
the fair Merchant; © The Duty, - ſays he, 
upon the Importation of Tobaceo at the 
« Port, and which muſt be immediately paid 
% or bonded, is, all Diſcompts deduQted, Five- 
e Pence and a Fraction per Pound Weight. 
« The Merchant who ſells this Commodity to 
<« the Retailer having, before ſuch Sale, entered 
* into Bond for the Duty, gives Credit to the 
6 Retailer both for the Duty and clear Colt of 
te the Commodity; and how many Merchants, 
« adds he, have been rvined by this Credit 
« which they are obliged to give choſe they 
deal with? e 
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Ir is true, Tobacco Merchants haye failed, 
zud ſo have many others; but theſe Misfor- 
tunes have happen d, either from unforeſeen 

or unavoidable Accidents; perhaps ſome- 
times from ill Conduct, and not on account 
of the Credit which they have had given them 
by the Crown. However the Conſidercr's 
Scheme will be no, Eaſe, to the Merchant, 

but certainly much more burdenſome; for he 
docs not propoſe taking off the whole or any 

Part of the Duty, but to make the man» 

ner of collecting it more inſupportable. 

If the Duty muſt be paid, there muſt, be a 

Credit given, it being impoſſible to collect it 

of the Conſumer for every Pipe of Tobacco 

he fmokes. The Retailer has a large Credit 

955 him by the firſt Buyer, and the firſt 
Buyer a large Credit from the - Importer 3 

therefore, as this Trade has been, it muſt till 

be carried on by Credit, or loſt. The Crown, 
the Importer, the firſt Buyer, aud the Re- 
trailer, have always given a Credit in aid, 
to circulate the fame z and Experience ſhews, 
that all theſe Helps are requifite to carry it on 
to the Extent it is now carried. Exciſe Du- 
ties are payable immediately; there. Credit is 
thruſt out; and where that is wanting, Trade 
will ſtagnate. The Commerce of this King- 
dom is in a great meaſure carried on by Cre- 
dit; and, as the Duties payable on Goods and 
Merchandizes imported is ſo conſiderable a 
\ Part 


— w 2 — — 2 — 6 — 
— ” 2 - 7 . 
q 1 — — — 
9 — 
— : 
- , 


— — 
* * 
— 


- Payable in nine Months; but 


E | 
Part of the Value of Foreign Commodi- 


ties ſold and conſumed here, the Publick 


may properly be reckon'd a Partner with the 


Merchant, and ought therefore to join Cre- 


dit with bim ſo far as the Duties amount to, 
or give Encouragement for prompt Pay- 


ments. By ſuch Encouragement the Merchant 


is enabled, as well as induced, to imploy 
a much greater Stock in Trade; and it was 
doubtleſs with this View that the Parliament, 
whenever they have laid any Duties on Goods 
imported, have made the Payment as eaſy to 


the Importer as was poſſible, either by giving 


Time, or allowing a ſufficient Diſcount to 
enable and encourage him to raiſe Money to 
pay down the Duties, as may be ſeen by the 
folloying Acts of Parliament, + 


ger Cent. 


Car. II. ON 4. ue im- Diſcount. 


The Duty of bee 12 


10 per Cent. An. 
1 5 


As j 


Additional * on Wine, 
if the Duty paid down I 


Impoſt on Wine, Cc. 1 Jam. II. 
Cap. 3. payable in 9 Months, 
by three equal Payments; A bonn, . ; 

but if the * paid down ; 


[9] 


Impoſt on Goods 1 6 9 Oz 
2 Wi ill, and Mary, Seſſion, Cent. 7 42 ˖ 
Cap. 2. payable in 12 Months, es 
by four equal Payments 3 

but if the Duty paid down 


Additional Impoſt, 4 & f. W. & 
M. Cap. 5 payable in 12 Months & i, vo gr * 
but if 4 Duty paid down - h 


Duties upon Salt, 5 & 6 Deo. 
Cap. 7. pay yable in 75 Meatbs z 
b ut if t Der paid down 


Ditto= — 9 & 10 PALL, _ _w_ 
Cap.14. payable in 6 Months; 1 ens, per 
but if the Duty paid down | Om 


Duties upon Salt, 10 & 11 


Will. III. Cap. 22. payable in Cent. per An; 
9 Months; but if the Wg der * 


paid down — 


10 Dto. Cap. 13. g 3 
Months; but if the Duty paid 


10 per Cent. per Ants 


Duties upon Coals, Fc. 9 & 
q Diſcount, 


10 ber Cent. 
Diſcount. 


New Duty on Whale Fins, 
9 & 10 Dio. Cap. 45. 74 
able in 12 Months; but if 
the Duty paid down —— 

Fifteen per Cent. 10 & 11 Vill. III. on India 
Goods to be "oy upon the Sale of the Goods, 

B which 
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[10 ] 
which is to be within 12 Months from the 
Landing; and if paid in twenty Days after, 


to have 5 per Cent, Diſcount. 


Nie Duty on Raiſins, &c. Cap. 7.) 
Aer 12 Months; but it they pigount 
uty paid down —— — ) - a 


Additional Duty, payable twelve 
Months; but if the Duty paid S fr 


11 ͤ 


Additional Duty on Linnen, pay- 
able 12 Months; but if the Duty & Piſcount. 
paid down — — 


Additional Duty on Silk, dN 
12 Months; but if the Duty paid N 


N. B. The 1 Allowances at preſent on 
Salt, by the Alt of laſt Seftons, as was 
given by the former Laws. 


T EIS Method of levying the Duties is 
both juſt and equitable ; they eaſe the Trader, 
and are ſome Abatement in the Price of im- 
ported Commadities to the Conſumer: And 
by theſe Examples it appears, that the Parlia- 
ment has generally enlarged the Time for 
Payment of the additional Duties, in propor- 
tion to the Greatneſs of ſuch Duty, with a 
Diſcount after the Rate of 10 per Cent. | 
. Aunum. : 


THERE 


[rt ] 

THERE is no Trade ſtands more in need 
of being made eaſy in theſe Reſpects, than 
that of Virginia and Maryland. The Con- 
ſiderer, by his own Calculation, makes the 
Crown (in regard of the Cuſtoms) to be five 
Sevenths concerned in-cyery Pound of To- 
bacco on Importation; and upon a reaſon- 
able Computation (at a Medium) this Tobacco 
lies eight Months on the Importer's Hands 
before it is ſold, and it is at leaſt eighteen 
Months beſore he is in Caſh for it; and it 
would be an unſupportable Hardſhip on him, 
if he were under a Neceſſity of pawning his 
Tobacco on hard Terms, or ſelling it upon 
worſe, to raiſe Money to pay the Cuſtom, 
which would be the Calc, if he had not 
Credit with the Crown, or Incouragement 
given him to raiſe Money to pay down the 
Duties. And tho' this Credit is extended to 
Eighteen Months on Tobacco, on account of 
the Greatneſs of the Duty, yer the Diſcount is 
no more than 10 per Cent. tor the whole Eigh- 
teen Months, if the Importer pays the Duty 
in Money inſtead of bonding it; ſo that the 
Importers of Tobacco have no more Favour 
in point of Diſcounts, than is given to many 
.others where the Daty is not ſo heavy. This 
ſhews that the Conliderer's Scheme can be of 
no Eaſe to the Merchant, ſince it has been 
alteady proved, thar neither the firſt Buyer nor 

Retailer can pay the Duty in ready Money; 
they not being able to carry on their Trade 
| B 2 without 


hy 
. 
17 


L | 
without the Merchant's Credit: Therefore, if 


the Merchants don't pay the Duty on Tobacco, 
it muſt lie and rot. 


Tus Welfare of Great Britain, does, in 
a great Meaſure, depend upon out American 


Colonies; but they are of Uſe to it only in 
reſpect to Trade. The bare Dominion will 


add very little to the Strength or Riches of 
their Mother Country. None of our Settle- 
ments in America are more beneficial to Great 
Britain than Virginia and Maryland, in re- 
gard to the Quantities of Manufactures of all 
Kinds, which they take fram us, and the 
Number of Ships and Seamen imployed in 
fetching Tabacco from thence, and carrying it 
again from this Kingdom to foreign Markets: 
But this Trade is greatly ſupported by Credit. 
The Planter, when he ſends home his Tobacco 
(as they term ſending it to England) generally 


draws Bills of Exchange on his Correſpondent, 


or orders him to ſend Goods by the firſt, Qp- 


portunity of Shipping, which, upon the Cre- 


dit of the Tobacco conſigned, is generally 


 comply'd with; and without this Credit, they 


could neither ſupply themſelves with Negroes, 
cloath themſelves or Servants, ar turniſh them- 


| ſelves with Tools to cultivate their Land, and 


keep up theit Plantations, 


Be5 1725, putting this Trade under an N 
eile, will ha the Tanten © of one Market 


tor 


1 
« 4: 
- 
80 | 


1 Fen 
for their Tobacco; whereas they have at 
preſent two, one from Purchaſers at their 
own Doors, the other in Great Britain, 
by theit Correſpondent to whom they con- 
ſign their Tobacco, If the former will, at 
any Time, take Advantage of the Planter's 
Wants, and impoſe too low a Price for To- 
bacco, or too high a Price for his Goods to 
be given in Exchange, then he has the Euro- 
pe an Market open to him, by ſhipping his 
Tobacco to Great Britain; and thus he be- 
comes as well Merchant as Planter, and par- 
takes of the Benefit of the European Market, 
cqual, with any Importer of Tobacco on his 
own Account, and is alſo ſupplied with thoſe 
Neceſſaries he wants, without Loſs of Time, 
Payment of Intereſt, or any Advance upon 
the firſt Coſt, more than the uſual-Charge upon 
Shipping; and it is qwing to this Method 
of Trade in the Plantations, that irs Commerce 
is become ſo extenſive: And this ſhews, that 
the Credit or Encouragement given by the 
Crown to the Merchant, centers in the Plan- 
ter. Therefore, if ready Money be impoſed , 
for the Duties on Tobacco, the Planter will 
feel the Effects of it, ſince, in the Want of 
this Credit, he will be deprived of one Mar- 
ket, #0 wit, that of Europe. The other at his 
own Doors, will be a ſcanty one, and occa- 
lion the Neceſſaries for his Family to come 
very dear to him. This will diſcourage Pl 
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[14] 
ing on the one hand, and on the other, put the 
Planter on turning his Hands to Manufac- 
tures for his own Uſe: By this Means ſo 
many Poor in Great Britain, now employed 
in the Manufactures, which Virginia and Ma- 
ryland take from us, and in fitting out Ships 
employed in Trade to theſe Colonies, muſt be 
deprived” of Labour, to the Prejudice of the 
Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom; the 


Revenue muſt greatly ſuffer by the Loſs of 


this Commerce, and the Balance of Trade with 
our Neighbours, be ſo much more in out 
Disfavour. 


Tur Conſiderer ſays, That the French 
have flill very large Plantations of Tobacco 
in Orange, and other Provinces of France, 
and have made ſeveral Laws to prevent the 


| Importation of it from hence; and that the 


Dutch, not many Tears ago, had Planted To- 
baeco in Guelderland. 

IAM at a Loſs for what Purpoſe he intro. 
palpable a Falſity; a Fallity, of 
which there is hardly a Porter on the Keys 
but can convict him. The Planting of Jo- 


'bacco is forbid in France, and they import 
from us many thouſands of Hogſheads yearly. 
The Dutch, many Years ago, planted To- 
bacco in Guelderland, and they 


plant it there 


ſtill; and if the Scheme this Writer is defend- 
ing goes on, they'll plant more, to the Ruin 
of 
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[15] | 

of this Trade. It is owing to our having cat- 
ried on this Trade in fo extenſive a Manner, 
by ſupplying Foreigners at fo cheap a Price, 
with Tobacco, that the French, as well as 
the Dutch, have not euter d upon the Plant- 
ing this Commodity to any Degree, either in 


Europe or America; but, by laying the Trade 


under any Diſcouragement, leſs is not to be 
expected than that they will revive ſome, and 


enlarge other of their Plantations of Tobacco, 
and then beat us out of this Part of our Com- 


merce, as We have too fatally experienced they 
have done in the Sugar Trade. 


He next tells us, that the Miniſtry, about 


nine Tears ſince, touched with a Repreſentation 


of the decayed Condition of this great Brauch 
of the Britiſh Commerce, mov'd the Parliament 


to allow the whole Duty paid on Tobacco, to 


be drawn back on Exportation. This is 


owned to have bcen a ſcaſonable Relief, and 


the Traders always expreſſed their Gratitude 
for it; and I hope, it will not be thought de- 


Inſtance, which, becauſe it is ſo long ſince, may 
probably be forgot; it is this: Part of the Duty 
now payable on Tobacco, called the Impoſt, 
which is 3 d. per lib. was firſt laid on that 
Commodity, in the Firſt Year of the Reign 
of King James II. by an AQ, n 
. a 7 


rogatory to the preſent Miniſtry, to ſay, that 1 
former Miniſtries have alſo ſhewn Favours to 
the Tobacco Trade. I ſhall mention but one 


33 $27 15 | 
an 4. for gung to his Majeſty ' ant 
Impoſition Os Tobacco and Sugar, and was 

| to be levied on the Conſamer or firſt Buyer, 
| and under Commiſſioners appointed for 

15 that Purpoſe, diſtinct from the Commiſſioners 
| of the Cuſtoms; but this being found. bur- 
_denfome- tothe Trader, and alto a Loſs to 
the Revenue, the Miniftry, touched with the 
dihips the Merchant lay under, and alſo 
the Detriment to the Revenue, moved the 
1 Parliament, and accordingly, by an Act of 
the 7th and Sth of N illiam III. it was En- 
acted, That the ſaid Duty granted by the ſaid 
AtF made in the Firſt Terr 0 2 Reign of 
the ſaid late Ring Times, 2 by the 
ſaid Ad, — ayabl 
and ſubjres to the 


ayer, 
ales ge, in the fe 


veral Parts of the Management thereof, ſhould, 


ie 68 under the Management 

— wiſtoners of the Cuſtoms. This -4 
thod of railing Duties on Tobacto by an Ex- | 
eiſe, was, by the Experience of Ten Years, 
_ found to anſwer no good End, It haraſſed FF 
the Merchant, and leſſened the Revenue. 

| * The ſame Cauſe will ever ever produce the ſame 
Effect; therefore it js hop d, that upon the 
Kaowledge of an Exciſe Lig once failed, 
i will not be er 49% a ſecond Time. | 


Snvorslens in all Bodies Veaben 
and many times deftroy them. The Altera- 
tion prope by an Exciſe, will make ſuch 

a Con- 


r —— * 
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a Convulſion in the Tobacco Trade, that it 
will be impoſſible evet to recover. As the 
Planter will have no Market for his Tobacco, 
but at his own Door, he muſt be content with 
what the Purchaſers will give him, by taking 
Goods on their Terms in Exchange. This 
will ſoon tire him of Planting, and conſe- 
quently leſſen the Quantity of Tobacco, which, 
with the many Vexations to the Trader, the 
Price will fo riſe, as is already obſerved, to 
encourage the Planting of Tobacco in out 

neighbouring Nations, and in a ſhort Time, 
they will beat us out of this Trade; and, con- 
ſidering Tobacco is a Thing only amuſive, de- 
pendent upon Fancy, and not intrinſically 
neceſſary, ſmall Diſcouragements may induce 


us to lay it aſide in this Kingdom. A Trade 
once loſt is rarely ever recovered. 


As the Revenue now ariſing by Tobacco, 
on the preſent Method of collecting it, is con- 
ſiderable, it cannot be thought adviſeable to 
put it under the Collection of Exciſe. It is 
certain, it will not increaſe the Conſump- 
tion. If the Conſumption, by ſuch new Ex- 
periment, ſhould be leſſened, which is very 
probable, for it will be impoſſible to carry 
on the Trade under all theſe Incumbrances, 
then not only the Trade and Navigation will 
be deeply affected, but, fo far as the Revenue 

D 


>... is 
a 


| % 18 ] 
is ' diminithed' ſo far the Security given to the 
Creditors of the Nation is leſſened. 


I 5H0ULDÞ have taken no farther Notice of 
thele Conſiderations, had the Author coatin'd 
himſelf to Things of a publick Nature, Every 
one h.th Liberty to offer his Thoughts of 
that Kind to the Publick; but by what Au- 
thority he undertakes to bring little Differen- 
ces (it there be any) between Merchants and 
their Correſpondents, to the Conſideration of 
the Publick, I know not. He can't be ſo 
weak as to think the Miniſtry or Legiſlature 
will ſtoop ſo low as to concern themſelves in 
Affairs of ſo little or no Moment. He may 

think perhaps, he pays a Compliment to ſe- 
veral Merchants that he knows, who gre Men 
of too much Juſtice and Honour cruelly to in- 
creaſe the neceſſary Charges on the Planter, 
tho, at the ſame time, he wickedly and (lily 
inſinuates, that their fair Charges are very 
grievous. I do aver, that the Tobacco Mer 
chants make no more Charges on their Corre- 
ſpondents, than what is allowed and practiſed by 
Merchants in all Parts of the World ; (nay, 
they omit many Charges which are allowed 
in other Trades) and they are alſo Charges 
which have been practiſed Time out of Mind, 
with Allowancc and Conſent, and never ſo 
much as complained of, much leſs diſputcd, 
and are now trumpt up only to ſerve a Turn, 


by 
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by which the Author not only expoſes his own 

Ignorance, but the Ignorance of his Prompter, 
in Mercantile Affairs. But when the Blind 
lead the Blind, they both fall into the Ditch, 
and there I ſhall 1l-ave them to lament he 
melancholly State of another great * Article 
of our Commerce. 
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